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Abstract. This paper presents a web interface for browsing the CSTNews
Corpus, a collection of news texts annotated according to the CST (Cross-
document Structure Theory) model.
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1 Introduction

We present in this paper a web interface for browsing the CSTNews corpus, which
consists in a collection of texts annotated according the CST (Cross-document
Structure Theory) [1] model. This model allows establishing relations between parts
of distinct documents that are about the same topic. These relations are useful for
several tasks in natural language processing, e.g., multidocument summarization,
guestion answering, and information extraction, among others.

The CSTNews corpus [2] contains 50 Brazilian Portuguese text collections. Each
collection has approximately 3 documents on the same subject but from different
sources. Each collection is also accompanied by its human summary. The corpus was
annotated by 4 computational linguists and produced satisfactory annotation
agreement.

2 The Web Interface

The purpose of this work is to develop a web interface for browsing CST relations
present in the corpus. For this, we chose a web platform that could be easily shared
with all community and could allow the corpus navigation. The operations that can be
performed in the interface are: to browse by relation; to visualize the complete corpus;
and to download the corpus.

For the first operation (to browse by relation), the user may browse through all
CST relations. For each relation, the interface shows the sentences that were
annotated with it. Fig. 1 shows a screen dump for the equivalence CST relation.
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Source; D1_C2_Folha.txt.seg Links
Sentence: A margem de erro € de dois pontos percentuais, para mais ou para
menos.

éde2 pontos porcentuais.

Source: D1_C3_Folha.txt.seg

Sentence: A TAM afirma que "o procedimento nae configura qualquer obstacule ae
pouso da aeronave”.

Target: D3_C3_JB.txt.seg

Sentence: De acordo com @ empresa aérea, 0 reversor estava travado, mas
argumentou que a aeronave tinha condicbes de pouso normais, mesmo sem ele.
Judge: 3

Fig. 1. Screen dump

The user may also open the texts from where the related sentences were retrieved. For
the second operation (corpus visualization), the user may see the entire corpus
grouped by collection and by source. By selecting a sentence, the user may view all
relations assigned to that sentence. The third operation (download the corpus) allows
the user to fully download the corpus. In the second and third operations, it is also
possible to visualize the corpus in its original version (without CST annotation), the
segmented texts, and their annotated versions (in XML).
The web interface is available at www.nilc.icmc.usp.br/nilc/tools/CSTNews.
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